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DASC PRESIDENTôS LETTER: 

 

Congratulations to all the competitors at our 14th Annual Championship Show! Everyone deserves a round of applause no matter what color ribbon 
you took home!  There was some tough competition out there so for those of you that earned the title of Champion-WELL DONE!  This yearôs show 

was very successful in many ways.  It was not without a few glitches, but in the end everything worked out.  The weather tried to dampen the mood at 
the show, but was not a problem and added some very memorable moments. 
 

I would like to recognize a few DASC board members that competed in the show while also finding time to lend a hand or just s tayed at the show to 

help make sure the show ran smoothly!  I found it very difficult to be involved in the day-to-day running of the show and compete in two Championship 
classes so I appreciate what these individuals did.  First, let me start with Kim Rawl Elliot.  She brought three horses to the show and only had the help 
of one groom.  Once she got her horses settled, Kim helped with the show setup, and then on Sunday, after she sent her horses  home, she stayed 

and helped all day and late into the evening to help put everything away!  She earned Reserve Champion 4th Level Freestyle on her horse Zanshin, 
3rd place PSG AA on Oberon, and rode her horse, Aladdin, in a few Opportunity classes. 
 

Lehua Custer earned Champion on her horse, Winter Star, at 3rd level open, and Lynda Lambert is our Champion at PSG AA on her horse, Windsor.  

Both Lehua and Lynda spent time helping at the show as ring stewards and bit checkers.  They also helped with many other ñbehind the scenesò 
things that needed to get done.  Rene Vara competed his horse, Royal Opponent, in the heavily contested 1st level AA championship and earned 
Champion honors.  Rene was instrumental in bringing some new sponsors to DASC this year. 
 

The entire board worked extremely hard this year to make the show a successful and memorable one for everyone!  The board members that did not 
ride juggled their jobs and family to do what they could to help out at the show. Erin Marshall even used vacation days so that she could be at the 
show grounds the entire day, each day.   So much goes into a show like this that most competitors do not realize. THANK YOU Erin, Denise, Kerstin, 

Shirin and Wendy for your dedication to DASC!!!!! 
 

I want to say a special thank you to Suzi Kuykendal, Gina Anton-Thomas, John Duron, and the entire staff at El Sueno Equestrian Center!  You all 
went above and beyond to help DASC in every way before, during and after the show!  You thought of everything and you made us look good!! 
 

I would also like to thank all of our volunteers!  We could not have put the show on without you!  If you were a volunteer, please let us know how your 
experience was, both good and bad so that we can improve next year.  The DASC board is also already getting things started for the 15th Annual 
DASC Championship Show that will be September 7 ï 9, 2012!  Riders and volunteers please take the time to send an email to  
office@socaldressage.com with your comments about the 2011 show and suggestions for 2012. 
 

I would like to personally invite anyone that wants to help DASC in any way during the year, to send an email to office@socaldressage.com any time 
and let us know how you would like to contribute.  You do not have to be on the board of directors to have a part in how DASC is run, just tell us what 
you would like to do. 
 

Again, THANK YOU, to everyone that contributed in any way to the success of the 2011 Championship show! 
 

As the holidays draw near, I want to take a moment to remind everyone to have a wonderful and safe season!  Donôt forget to treat your horses to 
some extra holiday treats too! 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone around the showséGood Luck to all! 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS: 

 

Itôs time to CELEBRATE!  We hope you enjoy this edition of Collected Comments that honors all the CHAMPIONS from the 2011 DASC Championship 

show.  From the horses and riders, to the judges and volunteers - you are all winners!  The blustery and sudden downpour on Saturday will always be 

remembered...for better or worse.  It really was a team effort to keep the show running smoothly, but the sun came out and the horses sparkled.  We 
asked Jr/YR Georgia Wren-Russ (horse: Saphiro) to recap a few of her favorite memories (page   ).  We were very touched by the moment of sports-
manship she witnessed.  It represents our organization at its very best - supportive and inspiring. 
 

As the holiday season nears, we hope you will shop some of our wonderful sponsors.  A browband in your stocking?  Check out SimpleChangeBrow-
bands.com or People on Horses.  Need a special gift for your best friend?  Have a one-of-a-kind bracelet made of her horseôs tail from Tail Spin 
Bracelets.  Want a special look for a holiday party?  Make an appointment with June Janus at Euodia Salon.  And for our horses...wrap up some 

treats from our local community feed and tack stores - Hold Your Horses, Kahoots and Calabasas Saddlery.  Please thank them for their continued 
support of DASC! 
 

Some of you are already gearing up for the new 2012 show season, and some of you may be giving yourself and your horse some well-deserved time 
off this month.  You might want to check out the ñNew Year, New You Challengeò sponsored by Dressage Today and Smart Pak at 

http://www.EquiSearch.com/NewYearNewYou. It is a 31 day wellness program for you and your horse! 
 

So throw your horse a bit of hay and some carrots, grab a cup of coffee, pull up a stool and settle in to read this Celebration Edition of Collected Com-
ments.  Celebrate your wins (large and small) and give thanks for those - especially your equine partner - who helped you reach your goalséthen 

dream big for the New Year and New Season! 
 

Happy Holidays from all of us at Collected Comments! 
 

Bonnie, Jodi and Rene 

Victoria Powers 
 President 
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SEE FULL CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW RESULTS HERE:SEE FULL CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW RESULTS HERE:  
http://www.socaldressage.com/info/awards/results  
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Rene Vara 
Royal Opponent 
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Maikel B. 
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Gaye Goodwin 
Cardino 
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Gradin 
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Chemaine Hurtado 
Feiner Fritz 
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Refrain 
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Kim Elsner 
Love Potion 
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Charles Pinneo 
Serafino 
69.60% 
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Carlos Santos 
Dolce Bella 

71.45% 

P
H

O
T

O
: 

 M
IK

IE
 E

R
IC

S
O

N 

P
H

O
T

O
: 

 M
IK

IE
 E

R
IC

S
O

N 

Jackie Duncan 
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Victoria Ann Powers 
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Chemain Hurtado 
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Kim Kulesa 
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Refrain 
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Gayle Smith 
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Kalynn Harrington 
Hassan 
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