2012 DASC Board of Directors Election
Proposed ByLaw Change/Addition

Purpose: To allow for an extension of term limits ONLY in the event that there are no eligible and willing candidates Board positions.  The new rule would read as follows:

Article VIII – Section 4d – In the event that there is no  other eligible and interested person who is otherwise qualified, the Board may vote to grant an exception to the term limit in question for one additional term to a current Board member. 

Nominee Biographies

Georgia Wren-Russ

My name is Georgia Wren-Russ and I am a FEI competitor. I began riding and competing at the age of 5 at Makalani Stables in Maui, Hawaii. Horses have always been a huge part of my life. My grandfather competed and passed the love onto my mother who in turn passed it to me. I guess you could say I was born to ride. As a child and teenager I was involved in Pony Club and 4-H. I am currently competing in the FEI Young Riders and in the I1. 

As I have gotten older I have noticed that the numbers of young riders and juniors in dressage have decreased. As a board member I would like to promote the Jr/YR programs within DASC. The Jr/YRs are this sport's future and I personally feel we need to support them as much as we can.

Kim Rawl-Elliott

Having served on the DASC board for the past two years, I'm most proud of the new developments in the production of our championship show. As a fellow horse owner and avid competitor, I'm passionate about making DASC shows even more horse and rider friendly.  I'd like to continue to help design events that enable improved riding and better training, create satisfied horses, and inspire members to new levels --all of this in a happy, fun environment.  On the DASC board, I hope to promote good teamwork, positive energy and better organization.

Betty Irwin

Horses have always been my passion. I was born in Canada of German immigrant parents and came to the US in 1963. When I was about 5, I remember standing at the curb, grass in hand, waiting to greet Jim, the Chestnut who pulled the milk wagon down the street. (Canada was a little behind the times... lol) It wasn't until I was in my 40's that I was actually able to fullfil the dream of owning a horse and learning to ride.

Many of you may remember Prime my partner, the tall chestnut with 4 white stockings, what a saint he was!!. We were both only "green broke" when we started and were able to show to 3rd level and earn a Bronze medal. I have been a DASC member for more than 16 yrs, am currently retired from my own business. I served as Chapter Chairperson for Ventura County CDS for about 6 yrs and am an advocate for the hard working amateur pursuing this challenging sport. I bring to you, business experience, passion for dressage and advocacy for the amateur rider.

Jodi Heaston

Dear DASC members-Over the past year, I have volunteered as a contributing editor to Collected Comments (our newsletter), helped wrangle silent auction items and sponsorships for the recent Championship show and...negotiated a great deal on the Porta-Potties too.  As a new member to DASC, I jumped in and gave assistance where needed.  I enjoyed it so much I decided to run for the Board! It is important to me to promote our sport, our fellow riders and our equine partners through education, volunteer opportunities and a supportive show environment.  The newsletter is the members' voice and I would like to see more members contribute through writing, photography, whatever idea you want to explore.  As a Burbank resident, I would also like to see an expansion of the membership into this area and if elected to the board, I will try to bring more members from this side of town to the organization and to the DASC sponsored shows. My passion for our sport is tremendous.  The management and organizational skills I would bring come from my years of working in commercial and film production and as a consultant for A-list production companies.  Between my day job and dressage, I am currently completing my Pre-Vet degree at Pierce College and Physical Therapy studies at UCLA with the intent to become an Equine Physical Therapist.  Whether through the Board of Directors or the newsletter, I hope to give more members a forum for their voice and to promote our beautiful sport and our equine athletes. 
Alison Burt-Jacobs

Six years ago, I came to California and took a position with Jane Arrasmith as her assistant trainer. Although my dressage experience was limited to what I knew as an Advanced Three Day Event rider, I soon became enchanted with the sophistication and nuances of the sport.  I have helped Jane with preparing many of her riders for the show ring, including two of her FEI Juniors.  Currently, I am competing at I-2 and working towards my USDF Gold Medal.  After graduating with my HA from the United States  Pony Club, I served two years as Vice President of the Junior Leadership Council in the Great Lakes Pony Club Region.
I am interested in all aspects of our  sport. If I should be elected, I would enjoy working on more junior programs, show volunteering and bringing opportunities to DASC for further education, (ie. Clinics, judge’s perspectives, etc.)  Thank you for your consideration.

Cyndy Buechler

I am Cindy Buechler-50 something.  Married to Dan(supportive husband, comes to every show whether I want him to or not). 2 great kids Evan and Alyssa, Registered Nurse working as Home Health Nurse for Livingston Memorial VNA. Started riding while spending my time at the barn watching Alyssa ride and thought, "I should do this".  Purchased my second husband Vanilla Smoothie and here I am.  

 

Favorite Quote-" No hour of life spent in the saddle is ever wasted" Winston Churchill.  I truly believe this.  

 

Experience- RN for over 30 years, always working and balancing work and home.   Previous board member on the CDS Ventura County Board assisting with the juniors, the schooling shows and what ever needed to be done.  

 

Why DASC? The people. I watched this year's season from the side lines and was happy to see DASC embracing the opportunity classes with the same enthusiasm as the upper level classes.  This tells me that no matter our level we are welcome at DASC. Now that my children are grown, its my time to get involved and share my passion for riding with others.You never stop learning with dressage no matter what level.  I enjoy scribing, reading tests for people, grooming, just being around the people and the horses

Victoria Jordan
 "I would love to be a part of DASC because I would like to be more involved in the dressage community.  I am relatively new to this discipline having ridden only once or twice in schooling shows and not at all at rated shows.  I am a senior rider and just keeping myself and my horse sound has been a challenge over the last year or so.  Since my riding and showing has been somewhat curtailed, I have done some scribing and really enjoyed that opportunity to continue to be part of the sport even when not riding.   I would like to continue that learning curve and participate in the sport by being a part of the DASC Board of Directors as well as to assist those who have so much more experience than I.  It is an opportunity to learn, to do and help all those others that do so much for the sport of Dressage even when I still am trying to ascertain the intricicies of a half-halt and the limitations of my core muscles."

Erin Marshall
I have been an active DASC member for 5 years, and have served on the DASC Board for three years  - both as a Director and then Vice President/Acting President in 2010/2011.  I was also voted Volunteer of the year in 2008 and 2010.  As a competitor and frequent volunteer, I continue to look forward to bringing energy and enthusiasm to the organization and to helping build the momentum to make DASC stronger and better than ever.

Denise Kash

I was born and raised in the Conejo Valley, currently living in Newbury Park and have served on the DASC Board as Treasurer  for the past 2 years.  Prior to riding dressage, I was actively showing in the hunter circuit for 12 years.  I was introduced into Dressage 4 ½ years ago and fell in love with it.  As a newcomer to this sport, DASC has helped make my riding and show experiences wonderful.  As a DASC board member, I want to help this organization grow and continue to offer wonderful opportunities and experiences to new and fellow members.

